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COL. PAUL WENTWORTH HOUSE 

Salmon Falls, Strafford County, New Hampshire 

HAS**- s_^ 

N.H- 

Owner 

Date of Erection 

Mrs. Frederick S. Blodgett 

/ 

1701 

Architect Unknown 

Builder Unknown. ButtX fC*t COL. PftWL WeA/TVotfTH 

Present Condition 

Number of Stories 

Originally one room deep 
leanto added. 

Exterior finish and sills 
in very poor condition. 

Two and a half 

Materials  of 
Construction 

Foundations stone. 

Superstructure wood. CL^PBOAR^S 

Chimney bridk laid  in day. 

Other Existing Records      Old time New England 
October,  1928 
by Frank Chouteau Brown 

The building has been moved to Dover,  Massaohussetts 

Prepared by E. W* Clark,  District Officer,  December,  1937 

*°''"*?». 
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Additional Data 

PAUL WEIITWORT]! IRtrjE 

<*- $A£# 

The house lias not "been ne'asured and consequently not 

studied.) In a preliminary visit I went over the house with 

Mr* Wendell and Ibter with Hr3.  Blodgett, 

*£h«  original house was a  central chimney type  one  room 

deep and two  stories high,    The  lean-to was added later and 

it  probably contained a new kitchen with a large  fireplace 

and oven. 

The East Room, First Floor,  was undoubtedly the  orig- 

inal kitchen,   containing a  cooking" fireplace  and  oven which 

has  since  been changed to  a large  living fireplace without 

an  oven.     The   .iambs  of the   fireplace  are   laid vdth a wide 

■ spmy ahd a.jp^1iiiCid of   uu..ci.it;   uricka  at  the   corner whi oil we ^t&i 

associate with'; later workt    while  the  s^lay ana  corner of the   ' 

fireplaoe  of the  room above  it  seems  contemporary'with'the 

first building.     The  floor boards are  too narrow to be old and ,  y$/ffi$& 

the   extent  of  the  original hearth is not marked by them.    The 

dudo with very wide stiles and   rails,  which  are   domnori in this 

section,   runs  behind  the   corner  cupboard.    This  suggests that     ^| 
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H'Mr 

Paul. Want^Qrt^,8©i^ff&g§,!?fe^r^.fq ' ' 

"Che  cupboard was an afterthought.    On either aide  of the  door 

to the Kitonen,  the dado  cap miters and drops ic   the  i'lour. 

This' ia a-■very interesting treatment  that we htjve  not net  else, 

Where,  but  one wonders where the .original door wa3 from this 

old kitchen to the well and out-buildings.    It was generally 

near thfe   corner of the room where  the  cupboard now  tit and a. The 

shutters  are hinged'and  lay hack against the  plaster \ all. 

tfhis  room is   /ery attractive  in proportion and detail,  except 

-for "the  brick work  of the  fireplace which  ia  ouite   crude* 

The .West Room,  First  Floor,   ia a bird of another feath- 

er.    The ■    ^fcBD-out trim of ^he  fireplace  and the  very flat 

mouldings  through out  the   room  reminds us  of  the  refinement 

that preoeeded third period work.    Tin re  ia u ver;- eleboarte 

moulding below the  cased' chimney girt,   the  upper member of which 

breaks out,   auggesting' that  there was  some  sort  of  over-mantle. 

'^he   sliding shutters tend tw   confirm the suggestion that the  trim 

of  this   r<. orn is  laue.     3till later than  the  moulded  trim we. 

think &#%, y^e   -me  Luai-as   t.iat   furia the wall treatment.     The- 
■■■. 

room is very be^tlt^^'ia'^TOft^.aiiu. the  coa.ri'tt  between plain 

boards'arid the  moulded trim" of  slighily''different   color and tex- 

ture  ia'pleasing  in its self.     Jlov.'ever the  interest  in th© room 

\deriv*tL*J't$ the '.means-., e-mployed 16 rather modern than traditional 

of ColonialVwrk i      The  boards are  old and  as we remember it 
*    * • 

t\ the present  ov/ner, found them in platfe  covered with wallpaper* *&< 

iM**d 
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The Second Floor room to the  ^ast  is another fine 

interior.     It  has  Cased  corner posts,   beams,   no  dado, wide' 

floor boards,   and un'unusual fireplace, with an arched top   . 

off-set.    We have  found  in this   section two  othor torched open- ■.■- 

in^s but  in neither of them was the  aroh,off-set,  one was built 

about  1700 arittrt*He  other 1795.    2he   panelling and pilasters flank- 

ing...-th& fireplace   are nicely: worked  out' and  the wall  is  very 

pleasing.. ;'!Ifl&-.proportion however is thin and  suggests work of 

the  revolutionary period. 

"■'<'■  The Second."Floor rooms  to the'V/oyt are  the  moat  inter- 

eating  in the  house.     The main room is at  the  back  of   the  house, 

and in front  is what  appears to an anti-room and bed  room for 

a body  servant.    The tnain room is  panelled  on four- walls.. .On 

^heee. walls the panelling meets the  casing  of  tht   girts,  and  on 

the  interior wall the  plaster ceiling, without  a  compensating 

uculahi.,.     It  is  t^rtj"      jiels high with  tne   small  panel at the 

"^liWTMjjBB^*l^4*Miiej to re very  vide and the  proportion Square 

and vigeroua.    It i^k^ro!!!^ ij:1 tl is  section 

in Strength and  pattern and possibly the earliest all-*pa8*%l©d 

room about here.    I hope  that future  study will show that it 

is original with the house •    2here is however a descrepanoy fce-* 

tween siae of the brick fireplace owning and the wood ©"peni&g*' 

v* 
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The  remaining  portion of  the  original house to "be 

mentioned is the■stair hall which.extends  from the  first 

floor to the attic.    Prom the  second floor to  the  attic ia 

a heavy closed goring and a moulded hand rail of about the 

aame patte&i, that we found in the 1705 house on Deer Street, 

'Portsmouthj,&.  H.    It is  almost  u tudor    section.    There t.re 

no "balusters  in this run and there may never have been any. 

In the  Deer Street  House  there  were  pine   balusters,   2"  square 

■   This  portion of the   stair we   consider  original,  but the  run 

from the first to  the  seaond floor is an open string type 

. vltitii graceful hand rail and decorative  pilasters.    We thinfc 

.tkat the  stait,-'first to  second floor,was rebuilt at about 
;:th©  period of the Revolution at about which time we  think 

thai tiya moulded .'trim of the first floor West Room and the 

' "p^n^l.iiJig;.^'^® second floor East Roomi^was ins.tailed. 

These   olu  houses aie  documents  of  change  in habita 

•ant tafi'teC $£ fka^i^e^     Ll(   ^K±  m  articular the  history 

of   tue families that live* in tHftraV rA pure, atsthe oic nay  he 

shocked at  the change  in character in parsing from the" Weist 

; ;^ed room to the East bed room,  or from the  first run of stairs 

to the second run of stairs.    To most  of us the  changes tell 

other stories.    The   desire  for greater refinement in living 

and 3Ufcrounding3 and  the  attendant loss  in directness and vig* 

-A* 
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or.    tfhe tenancy to cover structural neinherSj  and their 

tix&l obligerat£^ftvin the superficial treatDient which re- 

presents .them nink *t all or falsely represents them in an 

superficial  charm, whidh reflects the effort $t$e 

thickeniflg-^&e^r «T iboo&tl graces over the sturdy charac- 

ter o^j|^E*K«*fcr.  • 

"  *  ' *"'*    ,It Kay tell the  personal history   of the  family,  its 
,■ -■        y ^ , >( . *. 

gwwth or personal Idloslncraalfes as expressed in this house 

with the Maater bed room at the back of the house ana a fcody ,. 

"fcerfcant ali hand*    Whatever tales vie iiay now draw from it,  these 

-   QVL !b*ft»%8- if undisturbed are genuine historical documents 

vhiob. *fay aerve us and succeeding generations  if'they  can he' 

preserved. 
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